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of the island he describes the appearances of an ancient cul-
tivation — the lines of old corn rows still plainly discerni-
ble, and yet so far in the past that trees from twelve to
eighteen inches in diameter had grown upon them. This
would carry the cultivation of that spot back some sixty
or a hundred years anterior to the Revolutionary War.

Here the missionary, with two companions, left the boat
to cross Lake Winnebago, while he followed around the
shore on foot. He describes the low, marshy ground at
first encountered, and then the gradual rising of the shores
until they come to an abrupt, rocky height of some two
hundred feet, which we know by the name of Clifton.
Farther on they encountered an abundant stream of pure
water; its source is a ground spring, giving forth a cur-
rent large enough to run a mill. They found another
stream, and followed it until they reached an elevation
giving a view of the whole scene. A dense forest of the
finest timber sloped down to the edge of the lake, whose
bright waters stretched away to the opposite shore, and off
to the left, beyond the horizon.

As they descended to rejoin the boat, just as the sun had
sunk, sounds of Indian musie, interspersed with savage
howls, came up from the depths of the forest. It was
judged to be an Indian camp, celebrating by a war dance
some victory in the late trouble with the Sacs. Our ex-
plorers were not discovered.

On their return, Marsh remarks upon the wonderful nat-
ural advantages possessed by this region: the fertile soil,
as indicated in the growth of the timber, the salubrity of
the climate, and the best water-power in the United States.
He sees in it a rich heritage of the coming civilization.

The result of this exploration was the removal of the
Stockbridges, in 1834, from the foot of the Grand Kakalin
to the east shore of Liake Winnebago, where the village of
Stockbridge now stands. Here, with better soil, timber,
and greater isolation,— for the vicinity of the white com-
munity had, as ever, proved a serious detriment to the re-
covery and elevation of the Indians to Christian civiliza-



